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MYSELF: I should like to knovc \vhr rou went to
America in 1865 ?
CLEMEKCEAU : Oh, that's a large question. Because
I had just qualified as a doctor. I felt that cerr/xracy vas
going to come into its o\vn here. I said to mv father,
c I should like to go and see hovv- it works over there/ Ke
said, * Go ahead/ I went, I saw. . , .
MYSELF: And?
CLEMENCEAU : And nothing, Deinocracv is democracy.
It isn't a devastating success. But in the first place it's
the inevitable result of human experience. In the second
place, democracy, aristocracy, plutocracy . . . what are all
those 'ocracies worth ? There is cnlv one coed 'ccracy,
and that is theocracy. Provided there Is a God.
MYSELF : You were speaking to me one day about the
relations between the whites and the blacks in the United
States.
CLEMEXCEAU : Dickens described his trip over there in
a book. He reproduced the advertisements to be found in
the American newspapers : c Lost, a negro recognisable
by a missing eye and a broken jaw. Please return him to
* . / And another one : * Lost, a negress answering to the
name of Eliza and recognisable by the fact that her ears
have been cut off/ That was the state of slavery in the
United States l seventy years ago,
MYSELF : Nevertheless Dickens had a great success in
America with his lectures.
CLEMEXCEAU : He didn't speak to them about that.
I was present at his lectures. He confined himself to
reading passages from his books: the death of Dora and
1 * Think of the abominations of Christian slavery in ihe United States , . .*
(Preface to the Social Conflict). * Read in ike American newspapers before 1860 the
descriptive notices of fugitive skves. There are only srjarks of branding irons,
shattered jaws, eyes gouged out, limbs mutilated or CUE off. Is this the work of
Christian and civilised white men ? * (Quotation from the Swa*